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Powerhouse mechanic working on a steam pump 
Lewis Hine 1920



Labor mural in lunette from the Family and Education series by Charles 
Sprague Pearce. North Corridor, Great Hall, Library of Congress, Thomas 
Jefferson Building, Washington, D.C. 1896







Fritz Lang Metropolis 1927



Charlie Chaplin, Modern Times, 1936



Gustav Klutsis, Work is a matter of honor, 1931



Poster, We smite the lazy workers 1930s







Most of the times women jobs are depicted as 
menial agricultural works, like this poster by Wu 
Shaoyun, “We sell dry, clean, neat and selected 
cotton to the state”, 1958.

...While men are doing serious industrial jobs, as this poster 
by Li Zongjin, called "Study the advanced production 
experience of the Soviet Union, struggle for the 
industrialization of our country" in 1953 shows. In the early 
years of the People's Republic of China, the Soviet Union 
sent many experts to help. Here a Russian industrial expert 
is shown giving advice.



A. I. Strakhov-Braslavskij,  Liberated 
woman – build up socialism! ,  1926 "We Can Do It!" poster for Westinghouse, closely 

associated with Rosie the Riveter, although not a 
depiction of the cultural icon itself. Pictured 
Geraldine Doyle (1924-2010), at age 17.
J. Howard Miller, 1942



Αρχαία Ελλάδα

ποίησις καὶ πρᾶξις

Αριστοτέλης









Guilielmo Du Val, Aristotelis
Opera Omnia quae extant, 
graece & latine, veterum ac
recentiorum interpretum, 
Lutetiae Parisiorum (Paris), Typis
Regiis, apud Societatem
Graecarum Editionum, 1629.

Αντίτυπο αυτής της 
έκδοσης στη βιβλιοθήκη 
του Adam Smith



Πλάτων



Cicero, Disputationes Tusculanae, II.XV.35

4 Greek has two distinct terms, πόνος, labor, and ἄλγος, dolor. A 
Greek might have pointed out to Cicero that laborare sometimes 
has a meaning like that of dolere, cf. § 61, quod vehementer eius
artus laborarent. For similar remarks about Greek and Latin cf. 
III. § 7.



Gaius Sallustius Crispus

Bellum Catilinae

Maddened by wrongs and slights, since I had been robbed of 
the fruits of my toil and energy and was unable to attain to 
a position of honour, I followed my usual custom and took 
up the general cause of the unfortunate; not that I could not 
pay my personal debts from my own estate (and the 
liberality of Orestilla sufficed with her own and her 
daughter's resources to pay off even the obligations incurred 
through others), but because I saw the unworthy elevated to 
honours, and realized that I was an outcast because of 
baseless suspicion.





ΣΟΦΙΑ ΣΕΙΡΑΧ

Προς Θεσσαλονικείς Β, 3.

Γένεσις 3.17 τῷ δὲ ᾿Αδὰμ εἶπεν· ὅτι ἤκουσας τῆς φωνῆς τῆς γυναικός σου καὶ ἔφαγες ἀπὸ τοῦ ξύλου, οὗ
ἐνετειλάμην σοι τούτου μόνου μὴ φαγεῖν, ἀπ᾿ αὐτοῦ ἔφαγες, ἐπικατάρατος ἡ γῆ ἐν τοῖς ἔργοις σου· ἐν λύπαις
φαγῇ αὐτὴν πάσας τὰς ἡμέρας τῆς ζωῆς σου· 18 ἀκάνθας καὶ τριβόλους ἀνατελεῖ σοι, καὶ φαγῇ τὸν χόρτον τοῦ
ἀγροῦ. 19 ἐν ἱδρῶτι τοῦ προσώπου σου φαγῇ τὸν ἄρτον σου, ἕως τοῦ ἀποστρέψαι σε εἰς γὴν γῆν, ἐξ ἧς ἐλήφθης, 
ὅτι γῆ εἶ καὶ εἰς γῆν ἀπελεύσῃ·

8 οὐδὲ δωρεὰν ἄρτον ἐφάγομεν παρά τινος, ἀλλ' ἐν κόπῳ καὶ μόχθῳ, νύκτα καὶ ἡμέραν ἐργαζόμενοι, πρὸς τὸ
μὴ ἐπιβαρῆσαί τινα ὑμῶν· 9 οὐχ ὅτι οὐκ ἔχομεν ἐξουσίαν, ἀλλ' ἵνα ἑαυτοὺς τύπον δῶμεν ὑμῖν εἰς τὸ
μιμεῖσθαι ἡμᾶς. 10 καὶ γὰρ ὅτε ἦμεν πρὸς ὑμᾶς, τοῦτο παρηγγέλλομεν ὑμῖν, ὅτι εἴ τις οὐ θέλει ἐργάζεσθαι, 
μηδὲ ἐσθιέτω. 11 ἀκούομεν γάρ τινας περιπατοῦντας ἐν ὑμῖν ἀτάκτως, μηδὲν ἐργαζομένους, ἀλλὰ
περιεργαζομένους· 12 τοῖς δὲ τοιούτοις παραγγέλλομεν καὶ παρακαλοῦμεν διὰ τοῦ Κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ
Χριστοῦ, ἵνα μετὰ ἡσυχίας ἐργαζόμενοι τὸν ἑαυτῶν ἄρτον ἐσθίωσιν. 13 Ὑμεῖς δέ, ἀδελφοί, μὴ ἐκκακήσητε
καλοποιοῦντες. 



Αυγουστίνος Ιππώνος
354-430 μΧ

ἄξιος γὰρ ὁ ἐργάτης τοῦ μισθοῦ αὐτοῦ ἐστι·



Σχολαστικοί

Θωμάς ΑκυινάτηςAlbertus Magnus

Δίκαιη τιμή = labor et expensae Λόγος κέρδους stipendium laboris



Laurentius de Voltolina: Liber ethicorum des Henricus de 
Allemania. Ο Henricus de Allemania (1245-1340) και οι 
φοιτητές του. Σχολή Μπολόνιας. Ζωγραφική σε περγαμηνή, 
2ο μισό 14ου αι. 



Albertus Magnus (1193/1206 –1280)

differentia secundum labores et expensae

opus diximus esse usum vel utilitatem vel 
indigentiam

Αξία σύμφωνα με εργασία και κόστος

Αξία σύμφωνα με χρησιμότητα και 
χρεία



Θωμάς Ακινάτης (1225-1274)

Ο Θρίαμβος του 
Αγίου Θωμά 
Ακινάτη: Δεξιά του 
ο Αριστοτέλης, 
Αριστερά ο 
Πλάτωνας. 
Στα πόδια του ο 
μέγας Άραβας 
φιλόσοφος 
Αβερρόης



Benozzo di Lese di Sandro, dit GOZZOLI
Florence, vers 1420/1422 - Pistoia, 1497

Le Triomphe de saint Thomas d'Aquin 
Vers 1470 - 1475 
H. : 2,30 m. ; L. : 1,02 m.

Benozzo Gozzoli, Ο Θρίαμβος του 
Αγίου Θωμά Ακινάτη (1470-5)







Hugo Grotius (1583 – 1645)

1625

II.xii.14



Samuel Pufendorf 1632-1694



Thomas Hobbes 
1588-1679 



John Locke (1632 –1704)



Sir William Petty
1623-1687





Benjamin Franklin 
1706-1790



Ferdinando Galiani
1728-1787

Della moneta (1751)





Josiah Tucker 1713-1799
Elements of Commerce 1755



Adam Smith 1723-1790







David Ricardo (1772-1823)





Karl Marx (1818-1883)















Eugen Böhm von Bawerk 1851-1914

We come now to that remarkable theory the enunciation of which, if not 
the most agreeable among the scientific events of our century, certainly 
promises to be one of the most serious in its consequences. It stood at the 
cradle of modern Socialism and has grown up along with it; and to-day it 
forms the theoretical centre around which move the forces of attack and 
defence in the struggle of organising human society.



Jean-Baptiste Say 
(1767 – 1832)

Moyens/sources de 
production
Κεφάλαιο, Εργασία, Γη



Agents of production
Κεφάλαιο, Εργασία, Γη

Francis Ysidro Edgeworth (1845-1926)



Nassau William Senior (1790-1864)



(a) It is scarcity that confers value and 
whenever labour creates values it is because it 
is scarce.  More emphatically, Auguste Walras, 
Léon’s father, argued that “the value of labour 
comes from its scarcity” (La valeur du travail 
vient de sa rareté, 1832: 167).  This was an 
inversion of Galiani’s (1751) position who had 
argued that labour determines scarcity. 
(b) Since scarcity confers value, labour is on 
the same par with any other value causing 
agent.  Thus, labour is dethroned as the 
determinant of value, and
(c) The value of things could be determined 
solely through exchange.  Senior’s mentor, 
Bishop Whately had already suggested that the 
proper name for political economy should have 
been “CATALLACTICS or the “Science of 
Exchanges”” (1831: 6).



Auguste Walras 1801-1866



Richard Whately (1787 – 1863)

Trout Rader (1987) “Production as Indirect Exchange”. The New Palgrave Dictionary of 
Economics



Νεοκλασικά Οικονομικά: Η εκθρόνιση της εργασίας

Η Οριακή Επανάσταση



Οριακή Επανάσταση 1871
Jevons, Menger, Walras

Αντικειμενική => Υποκειμενική Θεωρία Αξίας

William Stanley Jevons 
(1835-1882)

Carl Menger (1840 – 1921) Marie-Esprit-Léon Walras (1834–1910)





Αγαθά πρώτης – δεύτερης – τρίτης τάξης







“set of inputs (v1,…,vn)” 

Paul Anthony Samuelson (1915-2009)



1959

Gérard Debreu (1921-2004)



Labour???



Marginal Productivity Theory

Θεωρία Οριακής Παραγωγικότητας



Johann Heinrich von Thünen (1783-1850)

Οριακό προϊόν εργασίας
1850







Labour as Disutility

Η Εργασία ως αρνητική χρησιμότητα







Labour as absence of leisure

Η εργασία ως απουσία σχόλης





The openness and indeterminacy of the employment relationship

Phase I: “Non ragioniam di lor, ma guarda e passa”. The triumph of the 
Chicago School

“Let us not speak of them, but look and pass”, Dante, Inferno, Canto III, verse 51.

Phase II: Agency problems and personnel economics: the economics of 
loafing.





Phase II: Agency Problems and Personnel Economics: 
The Economics of Loafing

Β Φάση: Προβλήματα Εντολής και Οικονομικά του 
Προσωπικού: Τα Οικονομικά της Λούφας



Phase II: Agency problems and personnel economics: the economics of loafing.

V Kostyanitsyn (1881-1940) Parasites and 
slackers don't work themselves and hinder 
other peoples work, Moscow 1920

Poster, We smite the lazy workers 1930s



Time and motion study

Gilbreth Light Photography

Bedaux system



Frederick Winslow Taylor (1856 –1915) 

Henry Ford (1863 –1947)
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